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with the " right of asylum/1 as it is called. I could
not see that it would. I have no wish to give protection
and to afford facilities to persons plotting to commit
such crimes as that which was lately attempted in
Paris. In the interests of Liberty I would do everything
to prevent such attempts ; in the interests of the
Political Refugees I would take every step consistent
with our English ideas of justice to punish those who
plan them, and the great body of the refugees in this
country, whom I believe to be entirely innocent of any
complicity with such offences, have, I think, nothing
to fear from the decisions of English juries. . . .

But, lastly, I had a yet graver responsibility resting
upon me in regard to this vote. The information which
reached me is sufficient to show that by refusing point-
blank to entertain this Bill, the House of Commons
would have run the risk of war. The state of anger
and excitement in France is very great. We know
that the French people have never been as cordially
friendly to us as we have lately been to them. . * .
I do not mean to say positively that war would have
resulted from a rejection, at the first stage, of this.
Bill, but it was impossible to vote without feeling that
one might have to answer for a war between England
and France. Could I have taken upon myself that
responsibility with a clear conscience? I think not,
I would to-morrow reject a demand for an Alien Bill,
for an Extradition Bill for political offenders, or for any
such measure, without hesitation, though I knew that
the result would be war in twenty-four hours. But
should I have been justified in incurring the risk of
bringing about so tremendous a calamity because
impertinent sentences had been inserted in the Moniteur^
for;which the Emperor had been forced to express his